FOUNDATIONNEWS
By the time this appears, the
Annual Rally will be over and
I hope to have met many Club
and Foundation members
during the weekend. I hope
many of you visited the
SHRMF in The Hunt House
marquee and introduced
yourselves to business manager John Baker.
As a regular reader of the forum on the
Club website, I see that some members feel
the SHRMF is taking advantage of its position
as custodian of the archives by charging for
records, drawings and other documents. It is,
in fact, the RREC that receives the money for
sales of digitised drawings and car records.
There are some members who believe that
everything should be free of charge on the
grounds that their subscription has paid for
everything. While members’ subs have
indeed contributed, it is not the whole story.
The late Eric Barrass, former RREC general
secretary and the brains behind the
formation of the Foundation and The Hunt
House, was very good at extracting cash from
people and organisations and many
thousands of pounds were raised in this way.
The late John Donner offered to match
pound-for-pound any money raised by way
of donations for the Rolls Wing and almost
£100K was ring-fenced in this way and much
the same goes for the Barrass building to the
tune of almost £90K. There were also many
other donations by people who wished to
remain anonymous. In addition, Brian
Wiggins a former Club chairman contributed
£50K for another project and very recently
another generous member has donated £50K
along with a monthly contribution.
May I remind members that visitors are
always welcome in the archives to carry out
research. But in line with almost all public
archives that hold valuable content, this does
require advance notice in order to allow a
member of staff to be in attendance. Without
an appointment I regret you will not be able
to enter.
Planning for the Heritage Weekend in
November is well advanced and several
speakers have confirmed their attendance.
Please take advantage of this opportunity to
listen to some very erudite and informed
experts in their field, plus an excellent dinner
and enjoy a weekend in convivial company.

Duncan Feetham
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Lecture by Concorde pilot John
Hutchinson celebrates a golden age
3 OCTOBER 2019
Former Concorde pilot John
Hutchinson will give a lecture on the
fastest passenger aircraft ever to enter
service. He will talk about his life as a
pilot, the aircraft and anecdotes from
his career with BA. John joined the
Royal Air Force in 1955 and spent eight
years in the service, flying an Avro
Shackleton in Singapore and then as a
flying instructor and examiner on the
Jet Provost. This was followed by three
years in corporate aviation flying a
variety of single and twin engine light
aircraft.
He joined British Airways in 1966 as
a co-pilot on the Boeing 707 and then
the Boeing 747. He gained his
command on the VC10 in 1976. He
joined the Concorde fleet in 1977
where he spent the next 15 years until
retirement. During that time he
became a Concorde route check

captain and a British Airways pilot
selector.
Since retirement from British
Airways in 1992, he has worked as a
consultant to the United States High
Speed Research Programme.
He sits on an air safety committee
of the Royal Aeronautical Society and
advises as an expert witness in
aviation-related legal actions. He has
lectured to companies, universities,
organisations and aviation museums
all over the world. But he says his
favourite is lecturing on cruise ships.
He is a Past Master of the
Honourable Company of Air Pilots of
London and is a Fellow of both the
Royal Aeronautical Society and the
Royal Institute of Navigation.
John has flown more than 70
different aircraft types but has decided
to hang up his helmet after one of his
friends landed his Auster Aiglet in a
field of barley. The friend was unhurt.

New owner secured for Forrest Phantom
Michael Forrest’s Phantom 37LC was sold at the
Annual Rally. The car’s new owner is Tom Horner
(pictured left), aged in his twenties, who comes
from North Yorkshire. Tom says that he is delighted
with his new project.
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Experimental log books tell the story of testing from the 1920s
BEFORE NEW MODELS or
changes to existing designs
were released, Rolls-Royce
naturally carried out extensive
road tests. The dates, routes,
mileages and fuel consumption
were logged, and the testers
made copious notes, recording
in detail any failures, incidents
and adjustments made during
the run, together with
comments and suggestions.
These observations were
written-up in a series of very
high quality purpose-made
ledgers. These ledgers, halfbound in leather with gold
embossing, were expensive even
in the 1920s when they were
first used.
It is interesting to note that
exactly the same ledgers were
used right up until 1969. After
that a cheaper type of book was
used until finally the company
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resorted to putting type-written
sheets in ring binders.
Rolls-Royce not only tested
its own cars in this way, but also
put other manufacture’s
products through their paces.
As is well-known, Henry Royce
did not believe in re-inventing
the wheel and was never too
proud to adopt other
people’s good ideas.
The range of vehicles
chosen for testing was quite
eclectic, with commercial
vehicles and American cars
featuring strongly. Not only
were quality makes such as
Mercedes and Cadillac tested,
but vehicles from the likes of
Hillman and Morris were also
evaluated.
So detailed were the test
reports on these other makes
that a president of the Cadillac
and LaSalle Club when being

shown Rolls-Royce’s
reports on a Cadillac
is said to have
remarked that it
was more thorough
than Cadillac’s own
test logs.

Philip Hall

RICARDO LECTURE POSTPONED

Additional speakers have been
confirmed for the popular Heritage
Weekend later in the year – tickets
from www.henryroyce.org.uk.
Recently confirmed speakers
include Jaguar Enthusiast editor
Nigel Thorley who will talk about
Jaguar production from its earliest
sidecars right through to the
modern day and Ian North will give
a presentation on historic rallying.
This is in addition to
presentations already arranged by
motoring journalist and author
Jonathan Wood and acclaimed
author and ex-RREC chairman
Malcolm Tucker.

Neville Jackson’s Ricardo lecture
originally scheduled for 15 May has
had to be postponed mainly due to
delays with the kitchen upgrade
following the discovery of
potentially dangerous electrical
problems which needed urgent
attention. There were therefore no
catering facilities available.
However on the Monday before
the scheduled date only 13
members had booked for the
lecture, with seven staying on for
supper, so it was not viable. The
lecture will be re-scheduled once
the kitchen work is complete.
Please visit the Foundation website
for details of the replacement date.

FOUNDATION
DIARY DATES

Thursday 3 October
M Concorde – the icon lecture
John Hutchinson
Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 November
M Royce Heritage Weekend and Foundation AGM. Confirmed
speakers Malcolm Tucker, Jonathan Wood, Nigel Thorley and
Ian North
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