
Hunt House Treasures

The Inverness Cape is the title of a portrait of Claude Johnson 

by Ambrose McEvoy. McEvoy was a notable artist in the early 

years of the last century, and today his works command high 

prices. In fact, this painting is probably the most valuable 

item (in monetary terms) that the Foundation possesses.

The painting was shown in the Royal Academy’s Winter 

Exhibition in 1928, and it retains the Royal Academy’s label 

on the rear of the frame. It is in fact the second of McEvoy’s 

portraits of Johnson, both being entitled The Inverness Cape. 

The fi rst hangs at the RAC in Pall Mall.

Johnson, having been highly impressed by McEvoy’s work, 

took steps to meet him, and the two became close friends. 

McEvoy painted portraits of other members of the Johnson 

family and a painting of Johnson’s wife, together with other 

McEvoy works, hangs in the Tate Gallery. Johnson was an 

enthusiastic follower and sponsor of the arts, and McEvoy’s 

renown may be due in a large part to him.

Some years ago the highly-respected art expert, the late 

Brian Sewell, visited The Hunt House in connection with a 

TV programme. On seeing the Johnson portrait he became 

overjoyed, and could not praise it highly enough. Further 

paintings in the Royce Room are the portrait of Sir Henry 

Royce by McEvoy’s contemporary, Arthur Rackham, which 

hangs nearby. He also admired Ivan Evernden’s colour-wash 

design sketches for the Phantom II Continental. (During his 

visit Sewell showed great interest in everything at The Hunt 

House, and it was clear that he had an extensive knowledge of 

Rolls-Royce and its history.)

Philip Hall

October Lecture: Karl Ludvigsen on “The BRM V16 engine and its R-R Supercharger”

The Inverness Cape
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The BRM V16 with its two stage 

RR supercharger and three SU 

carburettors, was a fascinating, 

revolutionary and complex vehicle 

that delivered over 550bhp in the 

early 1950s. Effectively two V8s 

with cam drives and gearing in the 

centre, it initially suffered exceptional 

unreliability. Nevertheless, this 

sensational car was driven by Fangio, 

May and Moss and was the fi rst to 

rev at 10000+ rpm. Four were built, 

all based on a Rubery Owen chassis 

confi guration. They competed in four 

Grand Prix, achieving points in only 

one before the Formula was radically 

changed, thus making the design 

concept ineligible.

Karl Ludvigsen, who has now 

published over fi fty books on vehicular 

subjects, delivered a forensic and 

comprehensive overview of the 

development, testing and evolution 

of this potential masterpiece. His 

lecture was punctuated by elegant and 

informative slides and overheads which 

kept a spellbound audience totally 

engaged throughout.

We are really grateful to Karl for 

bringing to life “what might have been” 

in his lecture.
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on internal combustion engines, largely concealed from his 

father who didn’t like noisy and nasty smelling vehicles. 

The success of the four cylinder ohc engine of the Nine was 

mentioned, as well as the study by Ivan Evernden of the close-

coupled body of the “Monaco” saloon, incorporated later in the 

Continental Phantom II and Derby Bentley bodies.

The SHRMF AGM was relatively non-controversial, and was 

preceded by Jane Pedler presenting the Philip Hall award to 

Ian Neish, who has been responsible for much of detail work 

in the construction of a replica of the just Pre WWII “Corniche” 

14BV. It was followed by a presentation to Chris and Linda 

Ball of something drinkable in recognition of their efforts 

around the recovery of stolen items from Hunt House and the 

conviction of the culprit.

Ü Malcolm Tucker on “The Life in my Cars” – rather than 
“The Cars in my Life”

Ü Duncan Feetham relying on WO for balance

Ü Peter Grieve talking on Merlin engines and their variants Ü Jane Pedler presenting Linda and Chris Ball with a bottle as 
thanks for their activity on the Hunt House thefts

Ü The Hunt House workshop: the sectioned Silver Shadow II had 
not made it back from the Classic Motor Show at the time

Ü Tom Clarke’s survey ended with Peter Pugh’s three-volume 
work on Rolls-Royce

SHRMF Heritage Weekend and AGM
18-19 November 2017 at Hunt House

Sunday’s session started with Peter Grieve: the evocative 

sound of his Merlin rig at the Annual Rally is an effective 

drowner of the band and the PA system. He deftly covered 

the main variants of the engine during and following WWII 

in marine and tank versions, as well as applications in civil 

aviation and the achievement of economic service intervals. 

Apart from installations in some distinctive motor cars, 

some other uses mentioned include testing the resistance 

of tall building facades to high winds. Around 150 Merlins 

are still in airworthy state in WWII aircraft such as Spitfi re, 

Hurricane and Mustang.

Malcolm Tucker, ex Club Chairman and also author, did a 

review of the cars he has owned, by no means all by

Rolls-Royce: his interest in Rolls-Royce was triggered by a ride 

at the age of twelve in a Phantom II limousine run by a car 

hire company that was part of a car dealer business bought by 

his father. A good number of the descriptions ended up with “I 

now regret parting with it.” One he has bought back is a 1934 

Humber Vogue, and one he would like to own again, of all the 

cars he mentioned, is his 1935 3½ litre Gurney Nutting sweep 

panel pillarless 2dr saloon coupé B186EF.

For the fi nal session, Tom Clarke, well-known author on 

all matters Rolls-Royce, covered the early writers on the 

history of Rolls-Royce through to the 1980s. An interesting 

point was that the company was really only prepared to 

support publications they had commissioned, although one 

of the earliest books, “Two Brave Brothers” by H F Morriss 

was commissioned by Lady Llangattock, Rolls’ mother. In 

post WWII years two books were suppressed for some time. 

Tom’s view was that the fi rst comprehensive coverage of 

the cars was “The Rolls-Royce Motor Car” by Anthony Bird 

and Ian Hallows. As usual, Tom had researched the authors 

thoroughly and brought out some fascinating details that 

only he would notice.

A good weekend, with excellent catering and company. 

Duncan is already in search of speakers for 2018.

Duncan Feetham had once again applied persuasion 

to a number of victims to provide enlightenment and 

entertainment on matters of interest to SHRMF and RREC 

members. He had correctly deduced that almost any topic on 

matters of aviation and motoring could be found to have some 

connection to Rolls-Royce, as well as being in itself of interest 

to that audience.

With his background of training in engineering and 

accountancy, David Towers had chosen to cover the career of 

W O Bentley, from his education, involvement with selling DFP 

cars before WWI with his brother H. M. Bentley, BR1 and BR2 

rotary aero-engines, design of the fi rst Bentley motor-cars, 

with special reference to their engines and their successes 

in racing or otherwise. David then went onto the winding 

up of WO’s company, with some discussion on consequent 

involvement with Rolls-Royce, followed by his later design 

activities leading up to his retirement. The talk aroused some 

comments and additional information from the audience and 

David added an accountant’s view on the fi nancial health of 

WO’s endeavours.

Motoring author Jonathan Wood contributed a talk based on 

his upcoming book on the Triumph Dolomite. This was based 

on the design of the 1930s Alfa-Romeo straight-eight 8c 2300 

and developed by Donald Healey with two other engineers 

poached from Riley. The Alfa’s two-seater body styling by 

Touring of Milan was a strong infl uence on other makers’ 

sports car bodies. Something of a failure as only three were 

built, but two survive.

Victor Riley followed with a light-hearted talk on the 

evolution of the Riley company from weaving equipment to 

bicycles to cars via motor-bicycles. The bicycle period under his 

grandfather included adoption of the Sturmey Archer epicyclic 

gear. Also included was Percy Riley’s early work at age sixteen 

Ü Jonathan Wood on the Triumph Dolomite sports car
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Lecture List 2018
Wednesday 14 March
A History of Morgan Cars – Charles Morgan

Wednesday 16 May
The Spitfire and Seafire – Rod Dean

Thursday 4 October
The Golden Age of British Airships – Alastair 
Lawson

Saturday 17 November - Sunday 18 November 
Royce Heritage Weekend and SHRMF AGM
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enjoy satisfying long-term careers and obtain relevant 

qualifications whilst being paid, without incurring the 

inevitable £50k student debt that comes via the graduate 

learning route. Furthermore, those of us interested in 

Heritage products will depend on the Stewarts of this world 

to keep our equipment serviceable. 

From a very high calibre field, the SHRMF Judges 

unanimously chose Stewart Parkes as the worthy winner 

of this year’s Apprentice Award. Currently employed by 

Jonathan Wood Vintage and Thoroughbred Restorations in 

Saffron Waldron, Stewart proved to be the “Best in Class”.

He has a logical and calm attitude to his work and 

his ability to undertake a wide range of practical skilled 

tasks clearly demonstrated his knowledge and expertise 

to the judges on a substantial range of Heritage activities. 

His personal workspace was forensically coordinated and 

laid-out. His communication skills were clear, concise and 

unambiguous. Furthermore, the documentary evidence he 

and his employer provided, clearly confirmed his progress and 

achievements throughout his training. The judges were also 

impressed with the company’s attitude to people development 

and progression, along with the leadership and motivation 

provided to Stewart during his employment to date.

The top left picture shows Stewart and his proud parents 

and girlfriend with his prize, a superb comprehensive Snap-

On toolkit. The Foundation is most grateful to Snap-On for 

supporting our skills mission in this way.

The top right shows Stewart, flanked by Foundation 

Trustees Bill McGawley OBE, Chairman of the Prizes and 

Awards Committee, and David Whale, also a Director of 

FBHVC. Bill was explaining the merits of Apprenticeships 

to the large and well-informed Classic Car Show audience. 

Bill said that the UK economy urgently needed switched-

on, well trained and motivated skilled people to add value 

and real economic growth. Apprentices like Stewart would 

Presentation of the Apprentice Award at the NEC 
Saturday 19 November 2017
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