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FOUNDATION NEWS

37LC takes pride of place in the display at The Hunt House
REGULAR READERS of The Bulletin will remember a series of 
articles by Michael Forrest published between January 1990 and 
January 2011, concerning the restoration of his 1925 Phantom I, 
chassis 37LC, a project that took place over many, many years. 
He was a regular winner of the Ivan Evernden Trophy for the 
Best Technical Writing, and the donor of the Michael Forrest 
Trophy for the Pre-War Conservation Class at the Annual Rally. 

Sadly his wife became very ill in latter years. He nursed her 
devotedly and did not long survive her when she died last year, 
leaving the project unfinished. Although a lot of work has been 
done to an incredibly high standard, the car is only partially 
assembled and will be sold by private tender. However, 
daughters Jane and Sally and son-in-law Clive have generously 
agreed that 37LC can be loaned to the Foundation to display at 
The Hunt House for up to six months during this process. 

Prospective buyers will be able to view the car there by 
appointment; and also anyone else who wants to see this 
magnificent piece of engineering, admire the workmanship, 
and see the boxes and boxes of parts, photographs, drawings 
and documents that accompany it (supervised access only). 

37LC arrived at The Hunt House on 24 January, the day of the 
Foundation board meeting and the trustees provided a willing 
‘pushing party’ to install her in the Rolls Wing. She will 

probably appear on the RREC stand at the NEC Classic 
Restoration Show in March. She will also be at the Annual Rally 
in the main Club Marquee as part of the Foundation display. 

The car has an interesting history having been originally 
supplied to S A Mohamed Bey, later King Mohamed V of 
Morocco. It was fitted with a body by French coachmaker Gallé 
(Bey was at that time resident in Paris) of which no original 
photograph has yet been found; the current rakish two door 
body is influenced by another body made by Gallé, but designed 
and made entirely by Michael Forrest. 

Should any members wish to visit The Hunt House to see the 
car please would you be kind enough to phone John Baker first 
on 01327 811048 to make an appointment. 



 MARCH 2019          SPIRIT & SPEED 00

IT IS INCONCEIVABLE these days that 
anyone would consider sectioning a 
pre-1965 Rolls-Royce motor car engine. 

Such an engine, no matter what its 
condition, would yield valuable  
spare parts even if it were beyond 
rebuilding. We are most fortunate 
therefore to have a set of engines, 
complete with their ancillaries, at  
The Hunt House which were sectioned 
some years ago.

This is thanks to the generosity of the 
late Frank Cooke of North Brookfield, 
Massachusetts. Frank had a remarkable 
collection of cars and engines, together 
with a diverse selection of other 
mechanical devices. He owned some 
superb Silver Ghosts and Phantoms, and 

also had a set of separate running 
engines, alongside which he displayed a 
series of sectioned engines.

One of the first assets to arrive at The 
Hunt House was a sectioned 20/25 engine 
kindly donated by Frank in the late 1970s.

Following Frank’s death in 2005, his 
estate bequeathed to the Foundation a 
further six sectioned engines. These 
comprise a Silver Ghost, a Phantom I, a 
Phantom II, a Phantom III, an S2 and a 
Mark VI. The Phantom II and the Mark VI 
engines come complete with gearboxes.

These engines provide a rare 
opportunity to study the internal details 
of Sir Henry’s designs, and are a useful 
instructional aid at the Club’s seminars
Philip Hall

The glory of Frank Cooke’s cut-away 
engines would never be recreated today 
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BEING THE 
CHAIRMAN of the 
SHRMF is a great 
honour but it does 
bring some work 
with it. Since I took 
over I have been 
busy trying to 

encourage visits to The Hunt House. 
To this end I spent a very busy day at 
the NEC classic car show in November, 
where I visited 20 plus club stands, 
talking about the SHRMF and 
explaining the work the Foundation 
undertakes in looking after the 
archives and artefacts held at Hunt 
House. As a result, we have received 
several enquiries about visits, several 
clubs wish to hold their AGMs with us 
and, who knows, some members of 
our guest clubs may wish to join us.

At a recent meeting of the Board of 
the SHRMF, we received some very 
good news. A very modest and 
generous benefactor, who prefers to 
remain anonymous, donated a cheque 
to the Foundation in excess of 
£50,000. This will enable the 
Foundation to continue its valuable 
work as the Club’s preferred charity. 
At the same meeting, John Beecroft, 
former chairman of the Northern 
Section also presented a cheque for 
£700 for an Apprentice Award, again a 
wonderful gesture from the committee 
of the Northern Section.

We are beginning to receive the 
monies paid as donations by Club 
members with their subscriptions, for 
which we thank all the donors. 
Individual letters of thanks together 
with the relevant donor stickers 
should be going out very soon. We are 
obviously most grateful for all these 
donations which enable us to continue 
with our charitable work and to 
encourage young engineers. 

In mid-January the Club and the 
Foundation held the first of this year’s 
joint meetings that we plan to now 
have on a regular basis; full and frank 
exchanges were made and ideas for the 
future discussed. Nothing in concrete 
as yet but I feel progress is being made.
Duncan Feetham

Chairman’s Notes
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Czech motoring journalist Eva Srpová delights in 
seeing records of the Queen’s Phantom IV

FOUNDATION  
DIARY DATES 
Wednesday 15 May
M The Work of Sir Harry Ricardo and  
the development of Ricardo Ltd
Neville Jackson, chief technology 
and innovation officer of Ricardo 

Thursday 3 October
M Concorde
John Hutchinson 

Saturday 16 and  
Sunday 17 November
M Royce Heritage Weekend and  
Foundation AGM. Confirmed speakers 
Malcolm Tucker and Jonathan Wood

FOUNDATION NEWS
NEVILLE JACKSON (left)  
has been with Ricardo for  
36 years and was appointed 
chief technology and 
innovation officer in 2009. 
He is responsible for the 
future vision for transport & 

energy technologies at Ricardo and the 
associated roadmaps and research agenda 
to deliver this vision. 

In 2014, Professor Jackson was named as 
one of the 20 most influential engineers in 
the UK by The Sunday Times & Debrett’s for 
his work in setting the technology agenda. 

A visiting Professor at the University of 
Brighton since 2007, he chairs both the UK 
Advanced Propulsion Centre Advisory Board 
and the UK Automotive Council Future R&D 
Team. He also serves as vice chair of the 
European Road Transport Research 

Advisory Council (ERTRAC) and is a 
member of the Industry Delegation for the 
European Green Vehicles Initiative (EGVI).  
He is also a Fellow of the UK Royal Academy 
of Engineering and a Fellow of the US SAE.

This lecture will summarise the life of 
Harry Ricardo, focusing on his early years 
and achievements up to the 1950s. The 
story is punctuated by technical successes 
and relationships with iconic contemporary 
engineers and industrialists such as André 
Citroën, Henry Royce, Frank Whittle, 
Herbert Austin and Roy Fedden.  

This record of achievements also 
illustrates the development of the Ricardo 
company and its growth from a small 
innovative company focused on internal 
combustion engines to the environmental 
consulting, engineering, manufacturing 
and policy advice company it is today.

Neville Jackson presents the life and achievements of Sir Harry 
Ricardo and the development of the company he founded

ON 21 JANUARY, we were delighted to 
welcome to The Hunt House a group of 
Russian and Czech journalists. The visit 
was arranged by Frank Tiemann, Head of 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars East European 

Corporate Communications based in 
Munich. The party arrived from 
Goodwood in two of the latest Phantoms.

The visitors showed huge interest in 
everything, and were amazed at the 

detailed records kept by Rolls-Royce. 
They asked many searching questions, 
and displayed a high level of knowledge 
of the company’s products and history.
Philip Hall

Dozens of detailed photographs were taken by the 
Russian and Czech journalists’during their THH visit

Philip Hall points out Lenin’s name in one of the 
Rolls-Royce Guarantee Books in the SHRMF archive

Party of Eastern European journalists visits The Hunt House 
Archive as part of their trip to see Rolls-Royce in Goodwood 


