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FOUNDATION NEWS
WHEN THE Veteran Car Club (VCC) contacted 
us to enquire whether we would be prepared 
to open The Hunt House on 28 April and 
arrange a ‘coffee and cake’ visit as part of 
their Creepy Crawly Rally in the Paulerspury 
area we, of course, immediately agreed. 
After all, liaison between the various car 
clubs and affiliates is an important aspect of 
work for the Foundation and RREC alike.

As with many things, the actual day did 
not go quite according to plan. For a start the 
weather was atrocious causing many 
breakdowns among these very early, mainly 
pre-1910 vehicles (26 of them suffered 
difficulties, we were told) and an 
unexplained and unscheduled road closure 
caused a diversion which ended up with the 
marshals being in the wrong place, followed 
by a right-hand turn onto the busy A508 at 
the bottom of a dangerous hill in appalling 
visibility. 

However these VCC drivers (many of 
whom are also RREC members) are made of 
stern stuff and more than half of the original 
90 or so cars and 230 people duly arrived for 
refreshments making a fantastic display in 
the damp courtyard. 

The Foundation team of Karen Bowen-
Jones and Amii Errington, ably assisted by 
Karen’s daughter Nicola and her friend 
Martha, provided a seemingly endless 
supply of coffee and cake which was much 
appreciated. Meanwhile, your chairman 
rushed around solving various problems, 
such as finding 20 gallons of water for a 
steam car, a compressor and airline to blow 
out a fuel line blockage, and gluten free cake 
(although we did not manage to find any 
soya milk!). Clive Green provided back up 
and information on the various exhibits at 
The Hunt House. Many thanks are due to 
them all.

In due course the participants donned 
their almost-dried gear and set off for lunch 
at Silverstone. Particular thanks must go to 
Nicola for taking one of the VCC drivers to 
meet her father at Silverstone where he 
welded a damaged part and the owner duly 
returned to The Hunt House in time to fit the 
repaired item and join the rest of the event.

Altogether a very successful day and one 
which we hope will cement good relations 
between the Foundation and the VCC.  
Jane Pedler

The Veteran Car Club Creepy Crawly rally calls in at The Hunt House        for coffee and cake 
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TO ANYONE interested in motoring history, 
a collection of old Autocar magazines is a 
highly desirable possession; a bound 
collection is an absolute treasure, and a 
bound collection which includes the 
advertisement pages is the ultimate, and 
almost unique.

The Hunt House is fortunate to possess 
one of these extremely rare sets, due to the 
great generosity of the late Dr Robin Barnard 
who most kindly donated his collection. 
Robin spent many years sourcing individual 
complete copies of the magazine, and then 
having them bound in sumptuous green 
leather. Each volume is heavily gold-blocked 
in the style of the publisher’s original 
binding.

Sadly Robin became totally blind in the 
late 1980s. This did not dampen his 
enthusiasm for the fine collection of cars he 
then owned, which included a 20hp (GFN71), 
a Phantom II (133RY) and a 3.5-Litre 

(B66AH). He did realise however, that he 
could no longer make use of his volumes  
of The Autocar and he decided to make  
them available to researchers of motoring 
history.

The collection comprises a run from 1904 
to 1969, some 270 volumes in all. At one 
time Robin had a run from the very first 
issue published on 2 November 1895. Sadly 
he sold the issues prior to 1904 as they were 
of lesser interest to him as, for obvious 
reasons, they contained nothing about 
Rolls-Royce. Later Robin confessed to 
deeply regretting having done so. 
Fortunately he did retain issue number one, 
which he had bound separately, and which is 
one of the most-prized items in the Hunt 
House library.

Robin also funded the production of a fine 
purpose-built mahogany cabinet in which to 
house them.
Philip Hall

The Autocar collection, including issue one, 
provides one of the most-prized archive items
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Hunt House Treasures No.10

The Veteran Car Club Creepy Crawly rally calls in at The Hunt House        for coffee and cake 

Oldsmobile,  
Peugeot, De Dion 
Bouton, Humberette, 
Cadillac and 
Panhard et Levassor 
were among the 
marques on display 
in The Hunt House 
courtyard

STOP PRESS
The Foundation is pleased to announce the appointment of John Baker as our new Business Manager. He will be taking 
up his post in July and further details will follow in Foundation News in the next issue of Spirit & Speed.

Tony and Julia Chesters’ 1905 Jackson Dogcart

Brian Curry’s 1904 Pope Tribune being repaired
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CHARLES MORGAN is the 
grandson of the founder of the 
eponymous motor company, and 
started with a varied career as 
(amongst other things) a news 
cameraman for ITN, working in 
areas such as Afghanistan and 
other ‘hot spots’ in the 1970s and 
early 1980s. He was a Director of 
the family firm from 1985 to 2013 
during which time it won the 2000 
Specialist Manufacturer of the 
Year Award from Autocar 
magazine, and the Worshipful  
Company of Carmen’s Sir Henry 
Royce Award  in 2001. 

His lecture took us though the 
history of the company from the 
earliest days and covered the 
various models, explaining how 
they were always at the forefront 
of innovation and design. 

He detailed their successes in 
racing before and after WWII when 
these victories often annoyed 
some of the established racing 
marques. Charles also showed us 
photographs of some of his 

Grandson of Morgan founder explains The Future of Design and 
Craftsmanship in the Digital Age (with a bit of history thrown in) 
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Charles Morgan’s 
career included 
working as a TV 
cameraman in 
various war zones 
before taking on a 
directorship at the 
family car firm

grandfather’s earliest 
personal cars including a 
splendid Rolls-Royce 
Phantom II 138XJ.

The talk was both 
light-hearted and 
entertaining with many 

personal anecdotes, but still 
provided everyone in the room 
with an interesting insight into the 
development and thinking behind 
this very successful private 
manufacturer.

The audience very much enjoyed 
the evening, followed by the usual 
excellent supper.

The next Lecture is on Thursday 
4 October given by Alastair Lawson 
and entitled The Golden Age of 
British Airships. Put the date in you 
diary now and look out for booking 
details on our website.

MORGAN’S 
RACING SUCCESS 

OFTEN ANNOYED THE 
ESTABLISHED 

MARQUES

FOUNDATION 
DIARY DATES 
Thursday 4 October
M The Golden Age of British Airships
Alastair Lawson

Saturday 17 to Sunday 18 November
M Heritage Weekend and SHRMF AGM
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