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One of the more rare Rolls-Royce publications is a 
handsomely-bound volume universally known as the

‘Rolls-Royce Bible’. The First Aero Engine Made by
Rolls-Royce, to give it its proper title, is a collection of the 

memoranda written by Royce when he was designing the 
Eagle engine at the start of the First World War.

When war came along in 1914, motor car production 
at Derby was limited to a small number of chassis for 
armoured cars for the War Office, and the factory was 
required to turn to the much-needed aircraft engines.

Royce was not impressed by products from other 
companies, and decided that what was required was a V12 
water-cooled engine. By this time, for reasons of his poor 
health, Royce had moved away from Derby and was living 
in the south of England, and his ideas and directives were 
communicated to the factory by a series of memoranda.

It is these memoranda that the book comprises. 
The recipients of these memoranda are addressed by 

initials, following the company tradition. The majority are 
from R to W (Wormald, the Works Manager) and many are 
to Johnson who in the case is referred to as GMD (General 
Managing Director).

Johnson decided to publish these memoranda, as he 
realized that collectively they gave a deep insight into 
Royce’s approach to engineering, and thus summarized the 
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The Rolls-Royce Bible

whole ethos that the company should follow. It would be a 
manual for present and future engineering staff.

The cover of the book bears the note, embossed in gold 
lettering, “Confidential The Property of Rolls-Royce Ltd. Not 
to be shown to anyone without the authority of the directors.

It is believed that 100 copies were printed, for 
distribution to senior engineering staff. It is not known how 
many copies exist today.

So far as is known, all existing copies of the book lack page 
199/200. It seems that after publication, an employee pointed 
out to Johnson that in one memo there was an implied 
criticism of him, which thought was unjustified. Johnson 
agreed, and immediately tore the page out of his copy; he 
then ordered that this page should be removed from all other 
copies. This appears to have done. Interestingly, a copy of 
the book held by Rolls-Royce plc in Derby still has the jagged 
edge where this page had been ripped out: in all other copies 
the page has been neatly cut with a blade.

P H I L I P  H A L L
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The guests included a number of Foundation members I 
had never met before. I sat between two. One was a creative 
old gentleman who explained he was a compulsive designer 
having involved himself in the design of cars, coins and 
condiment-containers as well as a proposed new national flag 
incorporating all our constituent nations’ tribal emblems and 
totems. He explained that age, joints etc. forced him to use 
his SZ and not a pre-war. 

His Dad had worked for Royce before WW1, interrupting 
his service to spend a few years with the Royal Flying Corps 
fighting in France. With the Peace he re-joined the Old 
Company and served until the introduction of the 20HP (1922). 
He then moved on. Photographs of him in the RFC were duly 
produced together with the Royce he had subsequently owned 
for many years. It was a 20/25 bodied by the Royal coachbuilder, 
Hooper. Most of these were built for Dukes and Dowagers who 
wished to ride behind the chauffeur – hence 6-Light Limousines 
with luxurious interiors that might accommodate a Grand 
Piano. This one was different – to design 5320 – a 4 light sports 
saloon, rather upright with a distinct boot but some rather 
exotic features such as Marchal headlamps and other lighting 
including angular sculptured nickel plated front sidelights. 

Here was the amazing coincidence. This is a very rare piece of 
coachwork but the chap on the other side of me had brought it 
along a cart that very design. He has owned it and run it for sixty 
years. It is in original black paint, minor traffic damage to a few 
wing edges, front leather seating clean and supple, rear cloth 
interior well cared for. Magnificently original, treasured as a 
lifelong friend, well-kept and used. They are only original once! 
Preserve this one from restorers!

Another chap in attendance had apparently sold Philip Hall 
his delightful Mayfair 20/25 GP 41 about sixty years ago. Philip 
is another who knows how to cherish a motor and how to 
conceal age!

All the visitors, including the local residents come to see “what 
we are all about”, were impressed at the amount of historical 
material and artefacts that we hold, and many commented 
favourably upon the new layout and appearance of the building. 

All in all it was a wonderful day and all credit to Jane, Clive 
and Amii for making it happen – and to all the other supporters 
including the tour guides as well as the caterers!

A L L A N  F O G G 

Foundation Hunt House Open Day
Sunday 17 September 2017

On Sunday 15 September 1957 the very first RREC event was 
organised – comprising a Rally at the Royal Sun Inn at Begbroke 
and driving tests at Kidlington Airport. Sixty years later to the 
weekend the Foundation, the Charity created by the RREC, held 
an open day at the Hunt House.

There have been six decades of remarkable evolution.
On the Open Day, blessed with fair autumn weather, the 

car park was full with superb vehicles of all colours and ages, 
including a couple of Ferraris. There were Spirits, Spurs, Dawns, 
Clouds, Bentley S and Rs and some delicious pre-wars plus an 
example of the latest Bentley in bright yellow. The Foundation 
Chairman and her husband arrived in their delightful newly 
acquired 1926 20hp Barker Tourer (chassis GSK 80). Once the 
property of the late Brian Bilton-Sanderson and more recently 
resident in Devon it was the first long run since bringing the 
car back to the Home Counties and was completed in variable 
weather conditions with the hood down!! Looking very much as it 
was delivered it was the oldest vehicle in attendance and a credit 
to its creator ninety-one years later.

As the day was partly sponsored by Clive Green (whose 
birthday it was and to whom thanks must be given), a hog roast 
was provided and something approaching 120 visitors and 
delegates sat down to lunch. In addition a goodly number of 
local people also looked in to see the inside of this “mysterious” 
building. All were given guided tours, with Duncan Feetham, 
Bernard King and Philip Hall doing the honours. I tagged onto 
one of Duncan’s tours and all I can say is what a raconteur! He 
could clearly teach through humour and must have been a star 
performer in his chosen profession. It’s a talent he hasn’t lost. 
The Archivist (Amii) was also on hand to answer questions. A sale 
of donated books organised and run by Trustee John Beecroft 
raised a significant sum for Foundation funds.
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Rob Pedler’s 20hp in foreground, with l to r: Clive Green’s 1999 Silver Seraph saloon XCH01957, Howard Gibbons’ 1965 Silver Cloud III saloon 
CEL103 and John Beecroft’s 1968 Silver Shadow MPW drop head coupé CRH5011

l to r: Howard Gibbons’ 1965 Silver Cloud III saloon CEL103 and 
John Beecroft’s 1968 Silver Shadow MPW drop head coupé CRH5011
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A note from the Chairman 

In reports of our Apprentice Award Programme we 
have referred to an “anonymous donor”. For the 
avoidance of doubt the Foundation would like to point 
out that this donor is an individual and is not connected 
in any way with any Restoration Company. He is a long 
standing, loyal and generous supporter of both the 
Club and the Foundation and we are extremely grateful 
to him for his long term commitment.

Hunt House Catalogue

Work has now started on the creation of an electronic 
catalogue of all the Hunt House contents, with full 
descriptions and details of origin (donated or loaned) plus 
any other relevant information. The first room to be done 
was the Royce Room which took a whole day and resulted 
in the identification and listing of some 100 items. While 
there it was noticed that although most of the cabinets 
are excellent, having been donated at various times, one 
is not up to Royce standards, is not secure, and requires 
replacement. If anyone feels they would like to help with 
this please contact the Archivist to discuss the project.

An Appeal to All Members

The Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation (SHRMF) is a 
company limited by guarantee and a registered charity. 

It was set up in the 1970’s to ensure the various artefacts 
and historical records of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars, plus 
everything relating to Sir Henry Royce, were kept in the 
extremely safe custody of a charitable trust. Since that time 
a number of important artefacts and documents have been 
added to the collection by donations, purchases and loans 
from members and the public. 

A key objective of the SHRMF is the support of young 
engineers and is achieved through a series of awards that 
are given each year to apprentices within the Automotive 
and Engineering Industry and the Ministry of Defence. 

Another key area of our work is education through our 

lecture programme where we call on outstanding people 
to relate particular achievements. Recent examples have 
been Malcom Tucker on the history of the Spirit of Ecstasy 
mascot and Karl Ludvigsen on The BRM V12 engine 
and its R-R supercharger. These lectures are given at the 
Hunt House together with a dinner and you can book your 
place by contacting the Foundation. See our website
www.henryroyce.org.uk for details.

Please remember that the SHRMF is a charitable trust 
and relies entirely on donations for our long term survival 
and the furtherance of our charitable objectives.

Please consider updating your RREC subscription 
payment to include at least £30 to the SHRMF which 
combined with signing the Limited Liability Guarantee 
will make you a full voting member with all the rights that 
gives. If you pay UK income tax you can also Gift Aid your 
donation which adds even more!

So in conclusion:
Please support the SHRMF by becoming a voting member 
at £30 per annum, attending lectures, making donations 
(however small) and you could also consider leaving 
something in your will from cash donations to artefacts. 
You know they will be safe, used for the benefit of both 
members RREC and others, and if appropriate maintained 
correctly and cherished.

J O H N  B E E C R O F T

Lecture List 2018
Saturday 14 March:
Charles Morgan. The History and Heritage of the 
Morgan Motor Company.

Saturday 16 May:
Lecture.

Thursday 4 October:
Lecture.

Note that dates and speakers may be subject to 
change for reasons beyond our control.
Check the Foundation website:
www.henryroyce.org.uk for full details
and how to book.

Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 November 2018:
The Sir Henry Royce Heritage Weekend and SHRMF 
AGM (Saturday).
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