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The chair used by Sir Henry Royce in 
Manchester has been displayed in the 
Royce Room at The Hunt House since 2010. 
This is thanks to the generosity of its owner, 
Peter Brack, who, although he was still using 
it daily in his office, was eventually persuaded 
to let the Foundation have it on loan. Sadly 
Peter died last year, and his executors have 
now most kindly donated the chair to the 
Foundation, as they knew that this is what 
Peter would have wished. Peter was himself an 
ex-Rolls-Royce apprentice and employee.

Quite apart from its obvious significance, 
the chair itself has an interesting history. When 
the motor car manufacture was moved from 
Manchester to Derby in 1908, Royce decided not 
to take this chair with him. Instead he gave it to 
one of his employees, ‘Wiggy’ Taylor. Wiggy was 
a storeman and a general factotum, but Royce 
did not initially have a job for him at Derby.

Wiggy had an interest in philately and spent 
some 18 months working for a stamp dealer 
in Wales. Then in 1910 Royce was able to offer 
him a job in Derby, where he stayed until his 
retirement in 1945. In this retirement, Wiggy 
worked part-time for a Derby stamp dealer, 
D G Manton. Wiggy and Manton became 
good friends, and when Wiggy died in 1953, in 
his will he left Royce’s chair to him.

As well as having an interesting collection 
of Rolls-Royce memorabilia, Peter Brack was 
a keen stamp collector and was a customer of 
Manton. Knowing of Peter’s connections with, 
and interest in, Rolls-Royce, Manton sold the 
chair to him in 1998. 

As well as Royce’s chair, Peter’s office 
furniture included John De Looze’s roll-top 
desk, which he had purchased from
Rolls-Royce in 1971. This too is now at The 
Hunt House, having been kindly donated by 
Peter shortly before his death. (John De Looze 
joined Royce Ltd as Company Secretary in 
1893, and remained in that position until 1943.)

P H I L I P  H A L L
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Lecture List
Thursday 5 October 2017:
Karl Ludvigsen – “The BRM V12 engine and its 
R-R Supercharger”

Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 November 2017:
The Sir Henry Royce Heritage Weekend and 
Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation AGM.

Note that dates and speakers may be subject 
to change for reasons beyond our control.
Check the Foundation website for full details.

Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 November 2018:
Heritage Weekend and AGM.

Following a proposal from our President, Charles Tabor, the 
Foundation has decided to launch an Acquisitions Fund 
with the idea of building up a reserve to be available 
for the purchase of artefacts relevant to the history of 
Sir Henry Royce and his legacy. Although we have always 
managed to fund suitable purchases in the past, this 
initiative means we should always have funds available 
when suitable items come up, without endangering any of 
our other charitable aims.

The fund has been started off with a regular monthly 
donation from a generous benefactor, and if any members 
wish to do the same, or even make a one-off donation, 
please contact our Business Manager Graham Cottrell to 
discuss how this can be achieved.

We launched this fund at Burghley House, having just 
acquired a French marble clock, which had been discovered 
by Tom Clarke. It had been presented by Royce Ltd to 
C C Wakefield (of Castrol oil fame) in 1903 and bears the 
plaque as shown here.

This was on display at the Foundation Tent, along with 
details of the new fund, and a request for donations specific 
to this item. Several members responded to this appeal 
for which many thanks. Tom is researching the full story of 
this item.

We were also able to purchase two items in the 
Holloways’ Auction, namely: an H J Mulliner colour 
rendering of a Phantom III (photo) and four colour 
renderings (three PIIIs and a 4¼) drawn for a competition of 
which more will doubtless be published later. 
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Acquisitions Fund

focus on heritage, artefacts, archives, memorabilia and the 
past and although the marketing is passive, we do that well. 
There is also significant scope however to look forward and 
advance public understanding of the critical importance, 
relevance and impact of engineering education and 
training on our economic outcomes.

With its close association and relationship with RREC along 
with their plethora of informed members, it’s not rocket 
science to lever additional brand awareness and strength by 
increasing the visibility of - and consequentially interest in, 
the forward-facing elements of SHRMF’s “objects.” Should 
RREC members feel they are aligned with the SHRMF 
“objects” and wish to actively support The Trust, please 
join our mission and become an active Member. Future 
generations will depend on “the appliance of science and 
engineering” to maintain their standard of living and their 
quality of life. SHRMF celebrates the past achievements 
of Royce and then builds on his work to look forward and 
stimulate future engineering growth. SHRMF really deserves 
your active support and participation.

 To generate this, as yet untapped potential, of enhanced 
footfall to the Trust, the Board should also consider suitable 
active initiatives that will generate that forward-looking 
interest. Capitalising on the positive relationships with 
partners and our industry supply chain, who are all rightly 
concerned at the current (and I’m sorry to say increasing) 
skills deficit, is a potentially fruitful route to accessing 
a more dynamic methodology that will increase that 
interest in the SHRMF brand. Initially that approach will 
attract passers-by, then (with our help!) the transition from 
spectators to members can commence. 

B I L L  M C G A W L E Y

A “Rookie” Trustee’s first impression
of SHRMF and RREC at Burghley House

A Professional Chartered Engineer and Institution Fellow of 
many years standing, I was initially motivated to become a 
Life Member of SHRMF because of the momentous impact 
Sir Henry and WO had on the twentieth and twenty-first 
centuries. Their ability to conceive, develop, apply and 
execute engineering solutions from first principles, was 
without equal. Those two, along with RJ Mitchell (who 
incidentally started his working life as a Railway Engineering 
Apprentice – just like WO) truly changed the way of the world. 
Royce propulsion in 24 Mitchell aircraft designs proved to be a 
winning formula in every respect. One particular fighter comes 
to mind of course and we were fortunate to see it perform 
flawlessly over Burghley on Sunday 25 June. There are very few 
other products that on sight and sound cause grown men to 
shed tears! We also saw at close hand that day its powerpack, 
which was growling melodiously at ground level, courtesy of 
Peter Grieve and his very young (and able) Apprentice.

Now a new Trustee at SHRMF, I was really impressed by 
the scope, scale and ambience of the Annual Rally. I was also 
enthused by the demeanour, mechanical sympathy and the 
product knowledge demonstrated by many of the attendees. 
As you are all aware, the application of science and engineering 
technology is vitally important to our future national economic 
health - and as an engineering professional, I really felt a 
“connect” with the exhibitors, owners and RREC/SHRMF staff.

   The SHRMF marquee, was positioned adjacent to the 
RREC’s right flank, facing the Pimm’s Bar. It enjoyed a steady 
and stable level of interest throughout the rally. In marketing 
terms, it is certainly appeared to be a “mature” brand – with 
in my view, substantial upside potential.

   As you are aware, SHRMF is a Charitable Trust, its
laid-down Charity “Objects” can be summarised as follows:

“To promote the advancement and pursuit of excellence 
of science, engineering and mechanical engineering” and

“To advance science and education engineering 
education by providing and maintaining:
• A museum of items connected to R and WO
•  A library and archive of documents, publications and 

research papers.
• Workshops for study and training
•  Financial assistance for projects connected with 

engineering education
• Promoting public understanding of engineering”

These objects are laudable, credible, relevant and 
important. Currently though, they appear to me to be 
somewhat under-achieved. Understandably, there is a major 

Bill the Engineer briefing Space Shuttle Astronaut Marcos Pontes

Note that the Annual General Meeting of the Foundation 
will be held at Hunt House on the afternoon of Saturday 
18 November as part of the Sir Henry Royce Heritage 
Weekend, and following the final lecture of the day. 
All members are most welcome to attend. 

For further information on the Heritage Weekend, 
including how to book, please visit the Foundation website. 
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